






the foundation’s purchase of The Versatile Ph.D. was made
through its “education and career initiative under PeplWorks.” The
PeplWorks website, which lists The Versatile Ph.D. as a “partner,”
describes itself as a “mission-focused service company dedicated
to providing individuals and enterprises with their most predictable
and productive work outcomes.”

Todd D. Maurer, named in the release as chief executive of
PeplWorks, is now president of The Versatile Ph.D. He said in an
email interview on Thursday that the company “anticipates
continuing under new ownership, in some form, into the future.” In
addition, he said, the company has reassured clients since the
indictments were announced that services will continue as usual.

“Versatile Ph.D. was acquired by the Key Worldwide Foundation in
May 2018 and operates independently,” Maurer said. “We do not
have any relationship to admissions activities. In fact, our
continuing mission is to help Ph.D. and postdoctoral students
envision, prepare for, and excel in professional careers.”

We do not have any relationship to admissions activities.

Chambers, the platform’s founder, said in a written statement that
she has not been associated with the company since its sale.

Although Maurer said The Versatile Ph.D. is independent of the
Key Worldwide Foundation, Singer remains Versatile Ph.D.’s chief
executive officer, according to the most recent publicly available
filings with the secretary of state of California, where it is
incorporated. The transition in leadership from Chambers to Singer
occurred a month after the sale.

California’s attorney general, Xavier Becerra, has ordered the
foundation to provide an accounting of all the assets it has held or
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