


some merch in the 2018 fiscal year, and it knew just whom to turn
to. Earning $128,000 for the service, the owner of America
Consulting & Graphics produced T-shirts and buttons for Turning
Point that year.

But that business owner, William Montgomery, wasn’t just
TPUSA’s T-shirt supplier. He was also in business with the
nonprofit as part of a rental lease that same year. And, more
important, Montgomery was putting in 60-hour workweeks at a
small nonprofit organization that he had co-founded — namely,
Turning Point USA, where he served as secretary/treasurer in the
2018 calendar year and is listed online as a senior adviser.

According to the group’s latest Form 990, a tax document that
most nonprofits are required to file annually, Montgomery earned
$103,145 in the 2017 calendar year from TPUSA and the other
nonprofits it is associated with, like Turning Point Endowment and
America’s Turning Point. Montgomery’s co-founder and the
president of TPUSA, Charlie Kirk, earned $95,516 from those
organizations in that same time.

In a written statement to The Chronicle, a representative of
Turning Point said the services provided by Montgomery resulted
in significant savings for the organization. Furthermore, the
decisions by TPUSA to engage Montgomery’s services were made
after he recused himself from those matters, said the
representative.

“This is a prime example of TPUSA being a good steward of
resources,” said the representative, Robert Stapleton, who is in
charge of accounting for Turning Point.
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In the 2018 fiscal year the organization spent $3.6 million on
conferences, which were attended by dozens of high-profile
conservative politicians and media personalities, including Scott
Walker, then governor of Wisconsin, and the Daily Wire founder
Ben Shapiro. Turning Point spent at least $202,500 on speaker
fees alone that year. Since the end of the 2018 fiscal year, the U.S.
education secretary, Betsy DeVos, and the then attorney general,
Jeff Sessions, have both attended Turning Point events.

‘Lack of Fiscal Responsibility’

Turning Point did accrue some liabilities by the end of the 2018
fiscal year. It overdrew its bank account by $264,000, and had not
yet paid down nearly $544,000 in credit-card debt.

Those end-of-year holdover liabilities are relatively common in
disclosures by nonprofits. One doesn’t have to look hard to find a
local Chamber of Commerce or Humane Society that reported
some amount of credit-card debt left over at the end of the year.
But Turning Point itself has criticized the use of credit-card debt to
finance certain aspects of American society.

“The lack of fiscal responsibility in American government is also
reflected in American families,” Turning Point’s founders wrote in
their application to the IRS for tax exemption. “In 2011, one study
showed unsecured consumer debt reached $2.4 trillion or about
$7,800 per American.”

Within that 101-page application, Turning Point stated that, as part
of its public mission, it would seek to provide resources to the
public to improve America’s fiscal responsibility, with a particular
focus on young Americans and college students.

“Not all of this debt was used to finance durable goods,” the
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