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Hate Crimes on Campuses Are Rising,
New FBI Data Show
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Family members of Richard Collins III, who was slain at the U. of
Maryland in May 2017, released balloons at a vigil in his memory at Bowie
State U., where he was about to graduate. Kenneth K. Lam, The
Baltimore Sun, AP Images

Updated (11/16/2018, 3:16 p.m.) with comment from the Anti-
Defamation League.

The killing of Richard Collins III stands out among the hate crimes
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colleges than does the Education Department. The largest year-to-
year increases in hate crimes reported to the FBI, in terms of
motivating bias, occurred in crimes against multiracial victims,
African-Americans, and Jews.

The Anti-Defamation League called the increase in anti-Semitic
and other types of hate incidents on college campuses “deeply
troubling,” in a statement to The Chronicle.

“When anti-Semitic rhetoric or dog whistling is allowed in our
public square and proliferates on social media without
condemnation, especially from our leaders, it gives
encouragement to impressionable young people. It is incumbent
on all school leaders to call out hate whenever it arises,” said
Jonathan Greenblatt, the league’s chief executive and national
director.

Nationally, hate crimes in 2017 rose by 17 percent compared with
the year before, according to the FBI.

While fewer campus police departments and security services
report hate-crimes data to the FBI compared with the thousands of
public and private institutions that are required to disclose such
incidents to the U.S. Department of Education under the Clery Act,
the bureau’s report is an early indicator of campus-climate issues
that many large universities and colleges are facing.

Nearly 60 percent of campus hate crimes reported to the FBI in
2017 involved vandalism and destruction of property. An additional
27.6 percent of incidents were intimidating in nature. And 31
assaults that were reported by campus police departments were
rooted in hateful bias, according to the FBI data.
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