






discriminatory because nearly all Tennessee colleges weren’t
eligible based primarily on their student demographics.

The Justice Department then refused to defend the program in
court, citing a letter from the U.S. solicitor general dated in July
and made public last month. The letter said that HSI funding
violates the Supreme Court’s 2023 decision barring the
consideration of race in admissions; there is no mention of HSI
grants in the ruling. The Hispanic Association of Colleges and
Universities has sought to intervene in the lawsuit and defend
HSIs.
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