






reported median earnings for a graduate assistant would have
qualified as a living wage for a one-adult, one-child household.
According to the bureau, graduate assistants in the metro area of
Greenville, S.C., earned a median wage of $51,730. Glasmeier
and her team found that a working parent with one child in
Greenville needed to make at least $47,382 to satisfy the cost of
living in 2018. (Colleges in that area include Clemson University
and Furman University.)

What constitutes “affordable living” differs from person to person,
of course, making the value of such analyses limited. For instance,
in calculating the living wage for a single working adult, Glasmeier
and her team assumed that this person would rent a studio
apartment. But what if the renter had several roommates, as many
grad students do? Individual circumstances make for more-
complex considerations than a single set of numbers can convey.

Limited Data

Region-specific, aggregated data can tell us only so much. What
about the colleges themselves?

Standardized, institution-level data on the earnings of graduate
students are hard to come by. And graduate-assistantship stipends
can vary based on the kind of work (teaching or researching) and
field of study (engineering, English, and so on).

Job-search websites like Glassdoor collect user-submitted data
across a variety of employee roles, including graduate
assistantships. The Chronicle has pulled the average values of
monthly base compensation and compared them with the median
gross rent of the city where the employing university is located.
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