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Despite Sky-High Inflation, No Sign
Yet of Surging Tuition Costs

Dan Bauman
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While high inflation continues to bedevil the wider economy, those
price increases have yet to translate into significant spikes in
college-tuition costs across the nation, according to data released
on Tuesday by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Since August 2021, out-of-pocket college-tuition costs for
households have climbed by 2.79 percent in a 12-month span,
according to the bureau’s analysis. In contrast, prices across the
economy grew by 8.3 percent in comparison with a year ago.

Muted tuition inflation, coupled with the increased costs of most
goods and services, is likely to squeeze colleges financially, said
Robert Kelchen, a professor of education at the University of
Tennessee at Knoxville. Student-derived revenue typically
accounts for about 75 percent and 50 percent of total operating
revenue for private and public universities, respectively, according
to Moody’s Investors Service, a credit-rating agency.

To be sure, some institutions are jacking up their sticker prices for
the 2022-23 academic year to combat the effects of inflation. In
Iowa, regents overseeing the state’s three public universities voted
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